
MondayLETTER

7/8 has the next community 
service date lined up at the 
Central PA Food Bank for this 
Thursday, January 15th.  
Permission slips went home last 
week, please get them in ASAP.  
Permissions sent in the day of the 
trip may not be accepted.

Language Arts
Biography  circles are off to a 
great start!  Each student made 
his or her first presentation this 
week in our new reading groups. 
As students read their self-
selected biographies, they are 
learning about a time and a way 
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Theme
    The transforming power of fire!  When humans 
discovered fire how to use fire, the list of uses grew rapidly.  
The bronze age began when, whether by accident or 
design, rocks containing copper and tin were exposed to an 
extremely hot fire and created bronze.  To that point both 
copper and tin were known to people in regions where the 
ores containing those metals were common.  Copper was 
useful but soft, tin was softer yet (only slightly harder than 
lead).  Both metals were malleable, which meant they were 
easy to shape into tools for specific jobs, but they didn’t hold 
up very well for jobs that required much durability because 
of that selfsame property.  Bronze on the other hand, was 
much harder, more durable and one more thing-- it held a 
sharp edge better than any man-made material.  Bronze 
changed man’s tools and weapons forever.  Making it 
intentionally, however, was no small feat.
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of life that is unfamiliar to them.  
As they share their biographies, 
they  are teaching their peers what 
they  learn.  Together, they  learn 
how to assess a non-fiction text and 
dig deeper with research into the 
time and events of the book.  So far 
each student has had a chance to 
take the role of the group 
facilitator, the presenter, the 
researcher, the historian and the 
connector (discussion leader).  I’m 
excited to see them grow in each of 
their roles.

Mathematics
To start the week, groups reviewed 
where they left off with their 
s tud ies o f express ions and 
equations.  Groups have been 
g r a p h i n g l i n e a r 
functions, solving 
s y s t e m s o f 
equations and graphing 
systems of inequalities since 
returning.  This has meant learning 
about slopes and intercepts of lines 
and how to manipulate both.

VOLUNTEERING
If you are interested in volunteering for our classroom, there are several options.  Everyday 
from 12:00-12:20 is lunch - a great opportunity to spend time with your student and his/her 
friends; and recess is from 12:20-12:40.  At the middle school level, there aren’t usually a lot 
of opportunities to help in small groups, but if you’re interested or have any specific ideas, 
please let me know.  Parents are also welcome as guest speakers! To volunteer you need to 
have up-to-date clearances.  Please check with our CRC Mrs. Grey for more information 
about clearances and volunteering!                       Mickey Grey MGREY@INFINITYSCHOOL.ORG

Upcoming Assignments: 

If you have any questions or concerns, you may call the 
school at 238-1880 or send me an e-mail at 
anace@infinityschool.org!   Thanks!  ! Cordially,

     Mrs. Amanda Nace

! Before break both middle school classes worked to create 
a crucible of earthenware clay and filled it with the 
components necessary to smelt bronze: malachite (copper 
ore), cassiterite (tin ore), soda ash, and a carbon donor 
(corn). In class students learned about the chemistry of 
aluminosilicates/ ceramics and the importance of the 
development of pottery while making the crucible.  Students 
then learned about the reduction reaction required to release 
the metals in the ores from the oxygen to which they are 
naturally bonded.  Lastly, they learned about the technology 
of kilns and the energy needed to calcify and then vitrify clay 
to ceramic.  When our crucibles come back from being fired, 
if all went well, students should have their own nugget of 
bronze to show for their hard work!
!
! Why do we use tools?  Because they make work easier of 
course!  In class this week, we dispelled that myth.  Work, 
whether done by us or by a machine, is the same.  

Workout= Workin  
What changes is the amount of effort (force) we put into 

getting that work done.  Students reviewed 
mechanical advantage of simple machines 

before moving on to calculate the mechanical advantages 
of systems of machines and complex machines.
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